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“ converts the Tin of his own Country into Gold, 
and exchanges his Wool for Rubies. ‘The Mabome- 
tans are cloath’d in our Britifo Manufacture, and 
the Inhabitants of the Frozen Zone warm’d with 
the Fleeces of our Sheep. 

«« When I have been upon the Change, I have often 
fancied one of our o/d Kings ftanding in Perfon, 
where He is reprefented in Effigy, and looking 
down upon the wealthy Concourfe of People, with 
which that Place is every Day fill’d. In this Cafe, 
how would He be furprized to hear all the Languages 
of Europe f{poken in this little Spot of his former 
Dominions; and to fee fo many private Men, who 
in his ‘Time would have been the Vafals of fome 
powerful Baron, negotiating like Princes for greater 
Sums of Moncey than were formerly to be met with 
in the royal Treafury. Yrade, without enlarging the 
Pritifo 'Verritories, has given us a kind of additional 
Empire. It has multiplied the Number of the Rich, 
made our /anded Effates infinitely more valuable 
than they were formerly, and added to them an 
Acceffion of other Effates as valuable as the Land. 


themfelves. D. 





BAM defired by feveral of my Corre- 

{pondents to iniert the following Letter 

from a Jefuit in Eng/and to the Rector 

of that Order at Bruff//s, in the Year 

1627, difcovering a Defign at that 

Time on Foot, for enflaving the Nation 

by Excises and a sranpinc Army. It may be 
feen in Rufoworth’s Collections, Vol. 1. p.474, from 
whence 
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whence I have tranfcribed it at large, and believe fome 
Parts of it will be thought to contain Matter of {ea 
fonable Inftruftion and Caution, at prefent. 


Father Refer, 


ET not the Damp of Aftonifhment {eize upon 
your ardent and zealous Soul, in apprehcnding 
e fuddain and unexpected Calling of a Parliament. 
We have not oppo! fed, but rather furthered it; 
that we hope as much in this Parliament as ever 
we fear’d any in Queen Elizabcth’s Days. 
“© You muit know the Couzci] is engaged to afitt 
the King, by Way of Prereg gatice, in cafe the Par. 
liame entary Wi ay fhould fail. You hall fee this Par- 
liament will refemble the Pe/i an, which takes a 
Pleat ure to dig out with her Re. ak her own Bowvels 
The Eleétion of Knights and Bareefles hath been 

in fuch Confufion of apparent Faction, as That, 
which we were wont to procure heretofore with 
much Art and Induftry, (when the Spanifb Match 
was in Treaty) now breaks out natura ally as a Botch, 
or Boil, and fpits and {pues out it’s own Rancor 
and Venom. 
‘© You remember how that famous and immortal 
State‘man, the Count of Gondemar, fed King Fames 
his Fancy, and rock’d him afleep with the foft 
{weet Sound of Peace, to keep up the Spanifh Treaty. 
Likewife we were much bound to fome State/men of 
our own Country for gaining ‘Time, by procuring 
thofe moft advantageous Ceflations of Arms in the 
Palatinate, and advancing the Honour and Integrity 
of the Spanifb Nation, and villifying the Hol/anders 
remonfirating to King Fames, that that State was 
mot ungrateful both to his Predeceffor Queen E/iza- 
beth and his facred Majefly ; that the States were 
more obnoxious than the Zur, and perpewally in- 
jured his Majefty’s loving Subjects in the Eaft Indies; 
and likewile They have ui ap’ from his “an 
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‘ 


the Regality and unvaluable Profit of the narrow 
Seas, in fifhing upon the Englifo Coafts, &c. 
“ ‘This great Statefman had but one principal 


‘ Means to further their great and good Defigns; 


which was to fet on King Fames that none but the 
Puritan Fadion, which plotted nothing but Anarchy 
and his Confufion, were averfe to this moft happy 
Union. We fteer’d on the fame Courfe, and have 
made great Ute of this Avarchical Eleétion, and have 

ge and anticipated the great one, that 
ione but the Kixg’s Enemies and bis. are chofen of 
this Parliament, &e. 

«© We have now many Strings to our Bow, and 
have ftrongly fortify’d our Fadti on, and have ‘added 
two Balwarks more; for when King Fames lived, 

(you know) he was very violent againit Arminia- 


‘ nifm, and interrupted ( with his Wit and dee 


Learning) our ftrong Deligns in Holland, and wasa 
great Friend to that old Rebel and Heretick, the 
Prince of Orange. 
” Now, ' we have planted that Sovereign Drug 4 
inianifin, Which we hope will purge the Prote- 
fan ts from their a and it flourifheth and 
bears Fruit in due Seaion. 
‘© The Materials, which build up our Bulwarks, 
are the Projeffors and Beggars of all Ranks and 
Qualities. Howfoever, both thefe Fattions —. 
rate to deftroy the Par: liament, and to introduce 
w Species and Form of Government, which is 
Bric ‘garchy, 
Thole ferve as direct Mediums and Inftruments 
to our End, which is the uxiverfal Catholick Mo- 
narchy. Our Foundation mult be Mutation, and 
Mutation will caufe a Re/axation ; which wall ferve 
as fo many violent Difeafes, as the Stone, Gout, &c. 
to the {peedy Diftraétion of our perpetual and in- 


fafferable Anguifh of Body, which.is worie than 
Death itfelf. 


“ec 


“ We 
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«« We proceed now by Council and mature Delibe- 
ration, how and when to work upon the * Dakes 
Jealoufy and Revenge; and in This we give the 
Honour to Thofe, which merit it, which are the 
Church-Catholicks. 

«< There is another Matter of Confequence, which 
we take much into our Confideration and tender 
Care; which is to ftave off Puritans, that They 
hang not in the Duke’s Ears. They are impudent, 
fubtile People ; and it is to be fear’d left They fhould 
negociate a Reconciliation between the Duke and 
the Parliament at Oxford and Weftminfter; but 
now we aflure ourfelves we have fo handled the 
Matter, that both Duke and Parliament are irre 
concileable. 

*¢ For the better Prevention of the Puritans, the 
Armenians have already lock’d up the Duke's Ears; 
and we have Thofe of our own Religion, which 
ftand continually at the Duke’s Chamber, to fee who 
goes in and out. We cannot be too circum{peét and 
careful in this Regard. 

«* T cannot chufe but laugh to fee how fome of our 
own Coat have accoutred themfelves. You would 
fearce know Them, if you faw Them; and it is 
admirable, how in Speech and Gefture They aé& 
the Puritans. ‘The Cambridge Scholars, to their 
woeful Experience, fhall fee we can act the Puri- 
tans a little better than They have done the Fe- 
Juits. "They have abufed our facred Patron, Saint 
Ignatius, in jeit; but we will make Them {mart 
for it in earneit. I hope you will excufe my merry 
Digreflion; for I confefs unto you, Iam at this 
Time tranfported with Joy to fee how happily all 
Inftruments and Means, as well great as lefs, co- 
operate unto our Purpofes. 





* BuckincuaM, the Prime Miniffer. 
« But 
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«© But to return unto the main Fabrick. Our Foun- 
dation is Arminianijm. The Arminians and Pro- 
je4tors, as it appears in the Premiffes, affett Muta- 
tion. "This we fecond, and enforce by probable 
Arguments. In the firft Place, we take into Con- 
fideration the King’s Honour, and prefent Neceflity ; 
and we fhew how the King may free him‘lf of his 
Ward, as Lewis X1. did. And for his great Splen- 
dour and Lufire, He may raife a vaft Revenue, and 
not be beholding to his Sudjeffs; which is by wa 
of Impofition of Excise. ‘hen our Chuarch-Catho- 
licks proceed to fhew the Means how to fettle this 
Excife, which mul be by a mercenary Army of 
Horfe and Foot. For the Horfe, we have made 
That fure; They fhall be Foreigners, and Germans, 
who will eat up the King’s Revenues, and {poil the 
Country wherefoever They come, though They 
fhould be well piid. What Havock will They 
make there, when They get no Pay, or are not 
duly paid? They will do more Mifchief, than we 
hope the Army will do. 
“© We are provident and careful that this mercenary 
Army of two thoufand Horje, and gventy thoufand Foe 
fhall be taken on and in Pay, before the Excife be 
fettled. In forming the £xci/2, the Country is 
moft likely to rife. If the mercenary Army fubjugate 
the Country, then the Soldiers and Prajeéors fhall be 
paid out of the Confi‘cations. If the Country be tco 
hard for the So/diers, then They mutt conlequentiy 
mutiny; Which is equally advantageous unto us. 
Our {uperlative Defign is to work the Prote/fants, as 
well as the Catholicks, to welcome in a Congueror, 
and That is by this Means. We hope inftantly to 
diffolve Trades, ard hinder the building of Shipping 5 
in deviling probable Defigns, and putting on the 
‘State upon Expeditions, as That of Cadiz was; 
in taking away the Merchant Ships, fo that They 


Vou. X. S) “ may 
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“* may not eafily catch and light upon the We? India 
“ Fleet, &c. 





To CALEB DANVERS, Ef; 


SIR, 


AM always rejoiced, when I fee a Spirit of Liberty 

exert itfelf among any Set, or Denomination of my 
Countrymen. I pleafe myfelf with the Hopes that it 
will grow more diffufive ; fome Time or other become 
fafhionable ; and at laft ufeful to the Publick. As J 
know your Zeal for Liberty, I thought I could not 
addrefs better than to you the following exa&t Ac- 
count of the noble Stand, lately made by the polite 
Part of the World, in Defence of their Liserties and 
Properties, againit the open Attacks and bold Attempts 
of Mr. H Z upon both. I fhall fingly relate the 
Fa&t, and leave you, who are better able than I am, 
to make what Inferences, or Applications may be 
proper. 

The Rife and Progrefs of Mr. H———/’s Power and 
Fortune are too well known for Me now to relate. 
Let it fuffice to fay that He was grown fo infolent 
upon the fudden and undeferved Increafe of both, that 
He thought nothing ought to oppo’e his imperious and 
extravagant Will. He had, for fome Time, govern’d 
the Operas, and modell’d the Orchefre, without the 
leaft Controul. No Voices, no Inflrunzents were ad- 
mitted, but fuch as flatter’ his Ears, though They 
fhock’d thoie of the Audience. Wretched Scrapers were 
put above the d2/ Hands in the Orcdefire. No Mufick 
but Ais own was to be aliow’d, though every Body was 
weary of it; and He had the Impudence to affert, 
that there was no Con:pijer in England but Himfelf. Even 
Kings 
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Kings and Queens were to be content with whatever 
low Charaéters He was pleafed to affign Them, as is 
evident in the Cafe of Seignor Montagnana; who, 
though a King, is always obliged to act (except an 
angry, rumbling Song,-or two) the moft infignificant 
Part of the whole Drama. ‘This ExcefS and Abufe 
of Power foon difgufted the Town; his Government 
grew odious ; and his Opera’s grew empty. However 
this Degree of Unpopularity and general Hatred, in- 
ftead of humbling Him, only made Him more furious 
and defperate. He re‘folved to make one laft Effort 
to eftablifh his Power and Fortune by Force, fince 
He found it now impoilible to hope for it from the 
good Will of Mankind. In order to This, He form’d 
a Plan, without contulting any of his Friends, (if He 
has any) and declared that at a proper Seafon He 
would communicate it to the Publick ; affuring us, at 
the fame Time, that it would be very much for the 
Advantage of the Publick in general, and of Opera’s in 
particular. Some People fufpect that He had fettled it 
previoufly with Seignora Strada del Po, who is 
much in his Favour; but all, that I can advance 
with Certainty, is, that He had concerted it with a 
Brother of bis own, in whom He places a moft un- 
deierved Confidence. In this Brother of his, Heat and 
Dulne/s axe miraculoufly united. The former prompts 
Him to any Thing new and violent; while the /etrr 
hinders Him from fceing any of the Inconveniencies 
of it. As Mr. H——2/’s Brother, He thought ic 
was necefflary He fhould bea Mujfician too; but all 
He could arrive at, after a very laborious Application 
for many Years, was a moderate Performance upon the 
Jiw's Trump. He had, for fome Time, play’d a 
Parte buffa abroad, and had entangled his Brother in 
feveral troublefome and dangerous Engagements, in the 
Commiflions He had given Him to contract with /2- 
reign Performers; and from which (by the Way) 
Mr. Hew—/ did not difengage Himielf with much 

Sz Honour. 
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Honour. Notwithftanding - thefe and many more 
Objections, Mr. H Zt yy and with the Advice of 
this Brother, at laft produces his Projeé? ; refolves to 
cram it down the Throats of the Town; proftitutes 
great and aweful Names, as the Patrons of it ; and even 
does not feruple to infinuate that They aie to be 
Sharers of the Profit. His Scheme fet forth in Sub- 
ftarce, that the late Decay of Opera’s was owing to 
their Cheapnefs, and to the great Frauds committed by 
Joor keepers; that the axnual Subj (cribers were a 
Parcel of Reewes, and made an il! Ute of their Tickets, 
by often ranxzing two into the Gullery ; that to obviate 
thefe Abufes He had contrived a ese that was 
be:ter than an Opera, call’d an Oratcrio; to which 
none fhould bea ‘damit ted, but zm pote Permits, or 
fickets of one Guinea each, which fhould be diftri- 
buted out of Warebcujes of bis cen, and by Officers of 
bis own narting 3 which Officers « could not fo reafonably 





ke fuppofed to cheat in the Colleétion of Guineas, dl 
the Deor-hees pers in the Colles ftion of fy alf Guineas; and 
lafily, that as the very Be 1g of Opera’s depended upon 
Hirt firgh, it was jut that the Profit arifing fiom 
hence fhould be fer his ova Be neft. He added, in- 


deed, one Condition, to varnith the whole a little; 

which was, that if any Per‘on fhould think him elf 
aggrieved, and that the Oratorio was not worth the 
Price of the Permit, he fhould be at Liberty to appecl 


é 
a 


to three fudees of 5 Lufick, who fhould be obliged, 
within the Space of feven Years at fariheit, finally to 
determine the fame; provided always that the ‘aid 
Fudzes fhould be of his Nomination, and known to 
like no other Mufick but his. 

The Abfurdity, Extravagancy, and Oppreffion of 


" - oe Pe kao earhinte 'T- a Asame wt 
this Scheme dicufted the wicle Town. Many of the 


moft conitant Attenders of the Opera’s rciolwed ab‘o- 

lutely to renounce opm rather than go to them under 

fuch Extortion and Vexation. They exclaiin’d againtk 
—- 


the injolent aid rapaci ous P rojctto or of this P; 
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King’s old and fworn Servants, of the two Theatres of 
Drury-Lane and Covent-Garden, reap’d the Benefit of 
this general Difcontent, and were reforted to in Crowds, 
by way of Oppofition to the Oratorio. Even the faireft 
Breafts were fired with Indignation againit this mew 
Impofition. Affemblies, Cards, Tea, Coffee, and all 
other Female Batteries were vigoroufly employ’d to 
defeat the Projeff, and deftroy the Prajeftor. Thefe 
joint Endeavours of all Ranks and Sexes fucceeded fo 
well, that the Projeétor had the Mortification to fee 
but a very thin Audience at his Oratorio; and of 
about two hundred and fixty odd, that it confifted 
of, it is notorious that not ten paid for their Permits, 
but, on the contrary, had them given Them, and 
Money into the Bargain, for coming to keep Him in 
Countenance. 

This Accident, They fay, has thrown Him intoa 
deep Melancholy, interrupted fometimes by raving Fits 5 
in which He fancies He fees ten thoufand Opera Devils 
coming to tear Him to Pieces; then He breaks out into 
frantick, incoheient Speeches; muttering /ffurdy Beg- 
gars, Affaffination, &c. In thefe delirious Moments, 
He difcovers a particular Averfion to the City. He 
calls Them all a Parcel of Rogwes, and afferts that the 
honeftef? Trader among Them deferves to be bang’d.—— 
It is much queftion’d whether He will recover; at 
leaft, if He does, it is not doubted but He will feck 
for a Retreat in his own Country from the general Re- 
fentment of the Town. 





I am, SIR, 
O. Your very bumble Servant, 
P Lo R——xr, 


P.S. Having feen a little Epigram, Jately handed 
about'Town, which feems to allude to the fame Subjeét, 
I believe it will not be unwelcome to your Readers. 


S 3 EPI. 
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EPIGRA M. 
Qs W—e to H—/, fhall We Two agree, 


And excije the whole Nation? 
H. fi, Caro, fi. 
Of what Ufe are Sheep, if the Seepherd can’t fhear them? 
At the Hay-Market 1, you at V age infler. 
. Hear Him! 
Call’d to Order, their Seconds somene in their Place 5 
One fam’d for his Mora/s, and one for his Face. 
In half They fuccecded, in half They were croft. 
The Excise was obtain’d, but poor Dezoran lok. 
O. 
FWP CODA INET En EYER SAN 
eT) Ka SOR Sa 


N° 355. Saturpay, Apri] 21, 1733- 





I, pete unzuentum, Puer, et Coronas, 
Et Cadum, Marli memorem Duelli, 
Spartacum /? gua potuit vagantcm 

Fallere Ti 16, ha. Hor. 


AD) Bes tyes Bleflings naturally produce publick 
Css Rejoicingss and I fhould think myféelf 
4 , inexcuieable, if Inegleét this Op portunity 
of concurring in that general Scene of 
Feftiviy, which hath manifefted irfelf 
thro’ all Parts of the Kingdom, on a late 
ever-memorable Occurrence. Iniicad therefore of con- 
doling with my Countrymen, (as I once fear’d there 
might be Occafion to do) I heartily congratulate Them 
upon the = Delivers nce, and hall leave the Enemies of 
Trade and Lid erty to humble ‘Themielves in Sackcloth 
and Athes, whillt We are withing Profperity to dod 
and drinking the Healths of thofe bonef? Gentlemen, wi 
have preierved them to us. 








